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absurdity of denying the irreducible uniqueness of purposiveness.
But now comes the second part of the article, which treats of the " Life of the Soul " * ; and now the philosophic physiologist becomes a confessed Vitalist. It was for this reason, no doubt, that also in the sphere of vegetative Vitalism Stahl's view was to him the most sympathetic.
The " soul " as something entirely new in relation to the rest of nature is able to provide an absolutely new beginning for mechanical movement. Lotze insists that this fact must also be accepted if there really were such a thing as a healing power in organic nature.
We see here clearly how on the one hand his false dogmatic mechanism, and on the other his conception of the soul as something that is alien to nature, removed Lotze from a really unprejudiced interpretation of the subject.
Now how does the soul operate according to its own laws ?
Thoughts, ideas as such, " have not the slightest power to move masses, or indeed to move anything. They can, however, attain to such power in so far as they are definite states, modifications, or movements of a reality, of a substance, viz. of the ' soul.5 That is to say, states of different substances belonging to the same category are opposed to one another. Cause and effect, however, apply to all that is ' real/ regardless of whether it is body or spirit." Thus every difficulty is surmounted. The "concept of
1 Cf. also the essays on " Instinct " and " The Soul and Soul-life " by Lotze in vols. ii. and iii. of Wagner's Dictionary.